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   UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
                                       REGION 5 
                            77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 

                                   CHICAGO, IL  60604-3590 

 

 

                                            August 28, 2013 

 

Garry Griffith, P.E. 

Georgia-Pacific LLC  

951 County Street 

Milan, Michigan 48160-9610 

 

Subject:  Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River Superfund Site 

   Former Plainwell Dam #2 Time-Critical Removal Action (Plainwell 2 TCRA)  

 

Dear Mr. Griffith, 
 

As you know, on June 11, 2013, EPA (accompanied by Georgia-Pacific LLC (GP) and Michigan 

Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)) inspected the river banks and floodplains of the 

Plainwell Dam #2 Area of the above referenced Superfund Site.  This letter documents the 

findings of that inspection.    

 

During the inspection, EPA observed erosion in the areas indicated in removal areas (RAs) 4B, 

3A, 4A, and 2 (see Enclosure 1): EPA understands that these removal areas will be evaluated in 

detail in the upcoming 2013 Bank Conditions Monitoring Report that GP will be submitting to 

EPA later this year.   

 

 On June 11, 2013, GP also verbally requested changes to the monitoring program set forth in the 

currently approved work plan related to the Plainwell 2 TCRA.  EPA received the same request 

in writing on August 12, 2013.  EPA approves the requested change and enclosed hereto is a 

summary of the changes regarding bank stability and floodplain vegetation monitoring 

(Enclosure 2).  These changes were discussed with the MDEQ and Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources on June 11, 2013.  

  

EPA has completed its review of the 2012 Bank Conditions Monitoring Report and Addendums 

1 and 2 thereof as well as GP’s response to EPA’s and MDEQ’s comments. GP has addressed 

EPA’s comments related to Plainwell Dam #2 and EPA has no further comments.    

 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ramon Mendoza,  

On-Scene Coordinator 

U.S. EPA, Region 5 
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77 West Jackson Blvd. 

Mail Code SE-5J 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 

 
 

CC:  P. Buckholtz, MDEQ  

         J. Alfano , MDEQ 

        S.Hanshue, MDNR 

 

 

Enclosure 1:  Map of Removal Areas where EPA observed erosion Plainwell Dam 2 

Enclosure 2 : Summary of Proposed Changes to Plainwell #2 Post –TCRA Monitoring for 2013.  

 
 

 
























